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rhatare not shor or disturbed. Because ol (he management
of the birdsand abundant nesting cover, i is esrimarad rhat
mare than 30 million doves most and nesr in che immedi-
ate arey ol the pwo todges. _

The caved dove, indigenous re Cordoba Drovinee, wry
clesely resembles aur mourning deve. You almest need 1o
have one of each in hand o diflerentiate the two species. Lile
their northern cousins, they pmvide all the challenging shoot
ing une can imagine. Hared daves begin reproducing at chree
moiths of uge, and they nesr herween pwi to four times 3y
do the marh, and chere is litde mysteey oy w whe thewe are
always mobs of doves in Cordoby, Due w the preponderance
of good nesting and rovsting cover in the grear Macha Roost,
Sierra Brava und Los Chanares share an immense concentra-
tion of birds,

Crucial o rhe-doves” prolific nesting sudeess are the mas-
sive tungles of ucuci-thoin tress in the region. Called wair-a-
Lit thorus in Afvica, ther are alsa indigenous to many parts of
Tezas. Coverad wirh thorns measuring over an incli in length
with'a hooked barb ar the end, iy no wender thar predarors
have grear difficulty in reiding nests and amhushing marire
birds. How the doves [lit in and our of rhese thorn thickets is
rruly amazing, Add wo (his the abundane farm fields—recenzly
harvested of their beunry af corn or maize, soybeany, milo,
al othet erops—and one need not be 1 Rhedes Scholar o

understand why doves love it there, It's the “pecfect storm™ ol
dove breeding, feeding, rovsting, i shooting.

I arrived in Cordalia on the Wiernoon flight, bur withaur
my sholgtn. which remained in Santiago, Chile, whete 1 had
changed from American Airdines ro the local airling, Tan Chile;
for the gharr hop aver the Andes. New regulatons require s a
Chilean army or police official check yous shotguas sgainse your
108, Customs [ormn 4457 I the serial numbers march. all fowell,
Howuwes, Lan Chile persannel waired nnril my Cordoba-bound
Might had boarded to ralee me for the firearm inspecion, aud my
suns were lefr on rhe rmac. Ies wo bad thae one must use Lan
(Thile airlines, as this was simply indifference on the parr of this
airline since | hud been va die ground in Santizgo for mare than
five liours. Henee I missed a half-day’s shanring, as | had o retum
Lo theaivpor the tollowing meming ro rerreve my gun.

The van chigged up the hill. firse droppiog of [ three fel-
lows froim "lexss who hed come in on the moming flight wich
my shotgun. [ followed Tduarda Sareareli, Sierra Bravas chiof
guide,who led meup a cartle mrail through the thorn-trees unzil
we arested 2 ridge. Before me was a decp valley, and on my right
and lefr were vast plains with mountains rising in the far dis
rance. Bven though the sun bal non ciesied the hill, doves were
already wippings L.

Tt was chilly—cald by Argentine standards —thar morn-
ing: so cald that the warer pipes rhar ran across the ledges




wof © 1y room were frozen. The sun
made short wark of thawing rhem, but
the carly morning was sxdill aippy: How:
ever. once the sun crested e hills, i
was shirtsleeve weather, despite the
face thar my field assistant George and
Eduurdo looked dightly chilled in their
Fully zipped down vests. Every rime |
have been in Arsenting, Uhe weachier has
always heen mild, Lven an chilly, rainy
days. rhe doves fly.

M 100 soen, my warch registered
hoon snd we headed down the hill ro
the truck. Zigaicging down the hilly
road, we coon rendezvoused with my
new |exas friends. three college buddics
whe were enjoving their fime Argenting
hinr. Spread among a grove of Lrees was
a dining fly, several hammocks, and a
cooking fire heing atrended by Sierra
Bravds chef, Daniel Zehallos. Frénch
trained and wooed from a fivesstar res
varrant in Corduba, he pr-:l\-zclcd excel
lenr cuisine far my entire stay. But right
new. it was excellent Argenuine beel and
samsape, pork roasr, delicarely diessed
salad of fresh greens and rarnaroes, and
ol course an irresistible dessert. Follow-
ing rhe feast the hwimmocks beckoned.
and soon my nap was intertupied wich
the call for mare shaoring,

1like w0 see miy birds coming toward
me, and when I mentioned this to Fdu-
ardw, he ser me up on one sde of 2 shal
low valley that opened broadly onro the
plains and distam hills. As soen as 1 be-
gan shooring, the dinner bell rang for the
cagles, which hegan circling and linding,
At one point 1 had rwenty edgles perched
around my lovation.

Doves came [1om wvery point on
the compass, providing rhe very best
shooting school in the world. 1 roale
turns shoating ten on the right, ten
overhead. and ten on the lefi. 1 was

shooting my Blaser T3 firted with an

EZ-Coil recoil-redncing srack and my
32-inch 20-gauge barrels. [ thaughi
they migh be 2 lictle long for prolonged
SL:(}O[L[‘ ‘-' Lh}.“.i.l.\.l_u\ \'\'Ith thEU.' C’Ktcﬂdcd_
Hriley chibke tubies; but the combina

tinn served me vary well, The F3 s a
highly relisble and mggedly built shiol-
guus; this way ies second rrip sonrh with
L{'T.DLIS'JL]C[S 0{ J'UUI]LI.'!'- il] L‘t'm’tﬁﬂ, ﬂ'ﬂ\fl ir
gave new-from-the-box  performance.
My new [ricuds from Tesas were com-

The palatinl grosmds of Los Channres. At this lodge, great doye shovting is possible anly iy
Jew yards from the inviting ponl!

The pool und wein lodge at Mr.'rm Brava. The lodge was oviginally a vemount station for
the Argentine Pony Express: it has beest upduied aned modernized,




menting on their bruised shoulders, but with Ney's stock, it
was a5 if I hadn't fired a shot

Thirty misnites from Sivera By lies the classic Los Cha-
furs lodge and its vast roost. With dove roosts covering 11,000
acres right arcund the lodge, Los Chanares hoases the shorest
drives ra shaoring of justabour any.r"u‘gcmim:ludgc. I've rdden
nearly an hourand a half to get to the binds at other opurations,
bur if you chwose, you can walle out the fone doar af Las Cha-
fiares wied have a great shast. As 2 well-managed wildlife-apera
tinny, the lodge miaintaing 3,000 of the 11,000 acres s 2 nesting,
sancruary thar is never disturbed by shooring, and whenever
pmsihh: not even entered with vehicles.

Alex Mitd runs the operstion, and following lanch ane
meon he gave me o oue of the area. Fecauss of the comhina-
tion of hilly rerrzin and flat agriculiral fields, huncers ac Los
Chafares can requast almost any kind of bird presentadon they
wish, Mitri pointed our an ares tll‘&l’ resermbled 4 bit of the Fng-
lish countryside and said, “Tlere’s wheresotms of sur Britishcuss
TOMeErs ]Lki' 10 Shm'l [rﬂ VE‘I') much Ill(c [htlI (.I.HWI]. P}ll.rt.‘.ullll.
shooring at hame.”

Mirri came ro Los Chafiares from a dove aprration in
Paraguay and his own family’s huting operation In Taliviz.
As we headed w anothier section of the property, Micd said,
N lve imany, many places shoot; those [or hi'zh birds.
low birds. l'].lBh*'JDi‘L] me opportunifies, we can accommuodare

; b 2% ¢ - L= et about any hunrer’s wish”

The author stands with several doves and & scenic visin of agricul- As we neared the lodee, Mits l-.au].l:.'d alongside 2 shaggy-
tural plains it the background. barked mree, " Thuts a Clades wee, lor which rhe sransiz was

Trip Planuer

Travel: Besure your pd..-.spnrt 15 uir 1o date and nor due ® expire for six months beyond your reluen, Fworkad my savel fhrough
Brigille Caslon (S00/826-9826, ext. 231}, who went 1o extra lengths o ensure T liad good seats, and that eyerything went smanthly
Slie even emailed e during my trip o relay minor schedule changed ., (hat’s real service.

Ihere are fwowways ta get to Cordoba: through Santiago, Chile, ur tiroush Buenes Aires, Argentina, Neither is.easy. [Eyou ty to
Buenos Aires, youmust transter between airports thal are on Lhe opposite sides of town . and be prepared to pay bor excess baggage
on the domestic airlines.

Time was when it was best W Dy through Santiago, as it {5 a short flight from there to Cordoba. However, Clille has now iustituted
a regulation thil all firearms must be checked inand out of the sourtry by an olficiul before Wiey can be transferred toincoming and
oulgoiing flights. AU thatpoint it is essential you have your 1.8, Customs [rom 4157 or 2 copy of it in hand, s0 they can check the serial
uumbers; Without that document, theve’s no telling what would lrappen: B propared!

Licenses and Permits: License sud gun permit fees ave incliided in the overall trip price, I was charged $75 to bring my shotgun
inta Argenling; the dollar mountvaries depending on the exchange rate. Nute: 1 you bring an extra barrel ot a (different gauge, they
clutrge it the same as andther hotgun, Todges sypically charge 865 per day to rent guns.

Guns for Argentina: A 20 gauge is perfect; tuke w 26 il you don't mind paying 2 couple of dollars extra per box [vr shells. On this
trip [tonkonly my 20 gauge Bluser I3 with un £2 Coil stoclc mstalled by Bruce Ney's The Stack Markel (302/242-3402), | shot Argen-
finemanufithredammoniien throughout the trip—No. Zand No. 8 shat -nd found the ammunition ona par with U.S. -lagded
shells. Briley impravedilight modified (013) improved modified (023), and full (030) chivkes weee ury choice for the lang hirds,
Currently, it lilers in Argenting charge $14a hix for 12- and 20-gauge shells. Twenly-eight-gavge and 410 shells are $16.2 bax. Ttis
illeyal Lo bring your ow h apomuninom.

Clothing: Cordoba’s winrer climate, with few exceplivns; s uild duri ng hunting season. Temperatures yun from the low Ss Lo
mid-a0s: L1, Bean's Tactical Upland Boots were perfect; camo trousers or jeans and shirts, a Beretta Wind Barrier Long Zip sweater,
alaat or cap, and o rain suit just in case; wasall [ngeded. A pair of high-quality gloves suchay Berella’s Urident Comypictition are es-
sential. Sierra Brayi und Los Cligiages have daily lapndry Service, sn domt oyerpick.

Tipping: Guideswork very hard to enstire yanr hunt is a success, and a Up of §50 2 day s both appreciared and: axpected. Tnaddi-
Lo, 11§ customuary to tip the househald staff $50 1 day, as well asany otherswho made your trip special. LML




nained. It contnually loses ies bark, These:
trees grow all vver the properry.”

I was joined wr Loy Chafares by
Howand Johnson, a retired cugineer and
SLLEVEYOL and his son, Bre, 4 meillﬁ
duputy sheith. T chose ro shoer high hirds,
and the Jolmsuny were out for high-valime
shooring: a thousand or wore bindsa day.
Alrhough we were positioned ouly about
100 yards aparr, the <hooring was tailor-
e [ur our wishes. | had an epen areain
trone and (o botl sidey where 1 conld shaer
birdseoming from e right, lefr and over
head. The Johnsons were set up owa cittle
trail with a slighr herm in fione of them,
Their birds streaked in Fan af them ac
close range, offering mostly dgheto-lefe
chances. The farher and son needled cach
aother abour their misses In the true radi-
ton of shooting and husring, and b (i
time ol twir lives,

The Johnsons chose w rent the
lodge’s leretta 20-gauge 391s—nora bad
idea, oonsidering my gun-impont prob-
lem with Lan Chile. Recause they want-
ed w shoot a large number of birds, they
also chose w use two puns each so rhar

one was being loaded s they gleefully -
emptied rhe orher at passiog dwves. Their
loaders took Five rounds in their lands

and transferred them o sach chambe
and magazine with amazing speed. OF
course, the guide keeps vour shorgun or
shell pouch loaded ar all dmes, as the am-

munirion bill repressits @ good portion of

the eurfireer's profit.

This wrip was particulady enjoyable
because of the charm of the rwo lodges.
Los Chanares had once fallen on hard
times, but David Percz has pur good

management in place that will ensure

fine hospivality and stellar <honring ap-
pormunities well into the fucure:

Faually, Juan Jos¢ *TT" Sulas created
2 gem from a dilapidated pouy crpress
station when he established Sierre Drava

Good accommodations are synonyinuus

withr huncing in Argentina, and it is not
diflficult w undenstand how these wwo
lodges have carned Bererra Tridents for
rheir service and excellent hundng. @
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True fair-chase hunting - Exceptional trophy quality
Luxurious Lodges + Extiting activities for non-hunters
Over 900,000 acres in Natal and the Fastern Cape
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